
Key Vocabulary 

Pharaoh
The supreme ruler of all of Ancient Egypt. 

He or she was considered a god,

Tomb
A large vault, usually underground, used 

for burying the dead. 

Mummification
A process of preserving (keep original 

state) a body.

Hieroglyphics
A type of writing used by the Ancient 

Egyptians that uses pictures and symbols. 

Canopic Jars
Special jars that hold the organs of a 

mummy including the lungs, intestines, 
liver and stomach. 

Rosetta Stone
A broken part of a bigger stone slab. It 

was an important clue that helped 
researchers read hieroglyphics.

Papyrus
A plant that grew on the banks of the Nile. 
It was used as an early version of paper. 

Egyptologist
An archaeologist who focuses on Ancient 

Egypt.

Akhet
The season of the year when the Nile River 
flooded. A very important time of the year 

in the desert.  

Afterlife
The place where Egyptians believed they 

would go after they died.

Sarcophagus
A large stone box that held a mummy’s 

coffin. Often richly decorated for Pharaohs. 

Famous people of interest

Tutankhamun

Tutankhamun or ‘King Tut’ is 
probably the most well-known 
Egyptian pharaoh. He was ten 

years old when he became 
pharaoh so he was called ‘The 

boy king’.

Cleopatra

A very famous woman in 
Ancient History who ruled Egypt 
for 21 years. She was one of the 
last pharaohs in Ancient Egypt. 

Howard Carter

Howard Carter was a British 
archaeologist that discovered the 
tomb of Tutankhamun in 1922. 

Lord Carnarvon funded 
Howard’s search and after five 
years became frustrated that 
nothing had been discovered. 
Thankfully, Lord Carnarvon 

agreed to pay for one more year 
which was the year Howard 

uncovered the stairway. 

How did Ancient Egyptians write?

The Ancient Egyptians did not use the same 
alphabet that we are used to. They had 

their own called ‘hieroglyphics’ (plural) or 
‘hieroglyphs’ (singular).

Key information
• The Ancient Egyptians ruled over 

5,000 years ago and lasted for 3,000 
years. 

• Ancient Egypt depended on the waters 
of the River Nile, which flows through 
harsh and arid desert. Only the land 
on the banks of the Nile could be 
cultivated to support life and farm on. 
The rest of Egypt was, and is, desert.

• The Egyptians were famous for 
creating magnificent buildings called 
Pyramids.

• The Egyptians built over 100 pyramids 
and some of them were almost 150 
meters tall.

The Ancient Egyptians 
believed in many gods and 

goddesses who ruled 
different aspects of their 
lives. Here are just a few 

but there were over 2,000.


