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Welcome to … 

Early Years Foundation Stage  
 

Before you begin 

 

What will your child need for school? 

All children will need a full school uniform; details for this can be found on our 
school website.  

You will need to ensure that your child’s P.E. kit is in school every term. We suggest 
that you bring it in and leave it until the end of a term then take it home to be 
washed.  

Your child will need indoor shoes. Named baskets are provided for every child to 
keep their shoes in so that they do not get mislaid.  

Your child’s book bag is very important, in this we will send home any letters, 
messages and homework your child receives. Please try to ensure that you look in 
your child’s book bag every evening to see if there is anything for your attention. 

Please, please, please ensure that ALL belongings of your child are clearly labelled 

 

School 

Mornings 

The classroom door will be opened at 8:50 am for you to bring your child in. Every 
child has their own peg to hang their coat and P.E. bag and also a basket for them 
to place either their plimsolls or outdoor shoes. There is a box for lunch boxes and 
a separate box for book bags. Please feel free to bring your child into the classroom 
and help them change ready for the day. Every morning there are always a range of 
activities out on offer for the children to choose from. At 9:00am the register will 
be taken. If you arrive after the register has been taken then you will need you to 



 

 

sign them in at the school office. If you are running really late then please give the 
school a quick call to inform us when you’ll be arriving. 

 

Activities 

At the beginning of each term you will receive a class newsletter via the school 
website detailing what your child will be learning and the topic they will be covering 
that term. Further information on your child’s learning can be found on our class 
page on the website and you will need to check this regularly. Some sessions are 
adult led but the majority of activities are child initiated. There will always be a 
variety of activities on offer that will help your child’s learning and development. 
There will be carpet times when all children will be sat together to introduce a new 
concept and piece of learning. There will always be two members of staff available 
in the classroom to aid the children in their learning and monitor their progress. 

We try to arrange a visit once a term to help bring our learning to life. We will ask 
for a donation towards the cost of these if necessary, letters will be sent out or 
information in the school newsletter or on the website if this is the case. We do try 
to subsidise as much as possible to try and keep cost as low as possible for you. 

 

Phonics (sounds) 

We follow the Letters and Sounds scheme for phonics however we also make use 
of other phonic resources including Read Write Inc letter rhymes.  We have found 
many children enjoy the songs that go with each phoneme from the ‘Jolly Phonics’ 
scheme. Fred the frog helps with sounding out words and blending sounds to create 
words.  

We will have a Phonics workshop in the Advent term when we will explain this to 
you in more detail. 

 

Reading 

We share books throughout the day as a class and in small groups.  We try to 
encourage the children to have an interest in books and to look at a variety of 
books.  We will not give your child a reading book until we feel that they are ready 
to begin reading, and we will initiate this by sending books with no words for 
children to retell the stories confidently. 



 

 

 
We use a wide variety of books for our home/school reading.  We regularly assess 
each child to aid with progression.  We encourage children to decode by using 
phonic knowledge, picture clues and understanding of the story. 
 
We provide every child with a reading record which is sent home along with a 
reading book.  We ask that you try to hear your child read every day, this does not 
have to be the school reading book it could be a book from home, and that you 
make a note of this and a comment in the reading record.  We aim to hear the 
children read at least twice a week at school and will note this in the reading 
record too. Our school library has a wide range of books. 
 

Playtime  

 
All children play outside together. EYFS children are buddied with year one or two 
children who help look after them at break times. There are always two members of 
staff available on duty every break time. 

Free fruit and (milk until they are 5 yrs old) is available  before every morning break, 
there is always a selection of fruits available for the children to try on a daily basis.  
If your child does not like milk fresh drinking water is always available for them. 

 

Lunch time 

EYFS children always go into the dinner hall first. For the first few terms we go for 
dinner at 11:50 to give them that little more time to get their lunches and then be 
able to go out for some play time. Children who have hot dinners get to choose 
what they would like for their dinner from the selection of food that is on offer. 
Lunchtime supervisors are around to help them cut up their food. 

Hot dinners: Your child will be entitled to a free hot school dinner as part of the 
government initiative . Lunches are cooked on the premises and a termly menu is  
displayed in the school office so that you can see what foods are on offer and can 
be found for the term on the website Please let the school office know if you want 
to opt out of this opportunity otherwise we will presume your child wants a school 
dinner. There is also an option to have a school made sandwich with salad and fruit 
items included. 

Sandwiches: If you wish your child to bring a packed lunch we ask that you provide 
healthy options. As we are a healthy school we discourage children from having 



 

 

chocolate bars and fizzy drinks and encourage them to understand that a healthy 
lifestyle is very important 

 

Home time 

For the first 4 days of the term (Tues 1st Sep - Fri 4th Sep) your child will be in 
school for mornings only and collected at 12pm. 
 
Week commencing  September 7th and week commencing September 14th 

  - children will be collected at 1pm after they have had lunch at school. 

From the week commencing September 21st – Children will spend a full day in school 
and pick up will be 3.15pm 

 
At the end of the school day we will get the children ready in the classroom.  We 
let them out of the door in our little playground once we can see you waiting.  The 
children will always been seen out by a member of staff. 
 
We do have a lot of after school clubs running all year round.  The majority are 
aimed at KS1 (Year 1 and 2) and KS2 (year 3-6) children.   Keep a look out in the 
school newsletter as this will detail when clubs will be opening up for EYFS 
children, this will happen in the summer term. 
 
Illness 

If your child is unwell and unable to attend school, please could you call and let us 
know otherwise school will contact you. 

 

Parent’s evenings and reports 

We have two parent’s evenings throughout the year one in the Advent term and 
one in the Lent term. The aims of these parent’s evenings are to inform you firstly 
of how settled your child is at school, how well they are progressing, to go through 
any next steps and also it offers an opportunity for you to ask any questions or 
raise any concerns you may have. 

Please feel free should you have any worries to come and talk to us at any time, you 
can catch us at the beginning or end of the school day or alternatively arrange a 
time via email or telephone. 



 

 

There will be regular opportunities for you to come into school and have a look at 
your child’s learning and celebrate their achievements with them. 

There will be two progress reports for parents. One will be at the end of the Lent 
term and the second one at the end of the school year. 

Progress 

Your child’s development and progress is assessed against the Early Years 
Foundations Stage (EYFS) Profile at the end of the year.  Below is a brief 
explanation. 
 
The Early Years Foundation Stage 
 
Before your child starts school we will also contact their nursery setting who will 
pass onto us your child’s progress profile.  This Early years Foundation Stage profile 
will have started once your child began attending nursery or other settings and we 
will continue monitoring your child’s progress until the end of their reception year. 
 
EYFS profile is divided into three prime areas and four specific areas. 
The Three prime areas are 
 

 Physical Development   
o Moving and Handling 
o Health and Self Care 

 Personal, Social and Emotional Development 
o Making relationships, self confidence and self awareness, managing 

feelings and behaviour 
 Communication, Language and Literacy 

o Listening and attention, understanding speaking 
 
The four specific areas are 

o Literacy 
o Maths 
o Understanding the World 
o Expressive Arts and Design 

 
Every day we are gathering evidence within the classroom to track your child’s 
progress through the EYFS Profile, this evidence is collected though formal 
observations, informal observations and through photographs. 
 
It would be great if you could help us track your child’s learning by adding 
photographs or short notes of evidence to their Tapestry Learning. 
 

 



 

 

Dates for your diary 
 
 
 

 

 

 

I hope that this information has been useful, if you have any questions at any time 
please do not hesitate to contact school and speak to us. 

office@englishmartyrs.rutland.sch.uk 

klong@englishmartyrs.rutland.sch.uk  

01572 722400 

 

 

 

Planned induction visit for new starters 
Wednesday 26th August, an opportunity for 
children to meet each other and parents to chat 
informally to the class teacher.   

More information to follow. 
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